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Bluestem Electric Offers Scholarships to High School Seniors 
   The Trustees of Bluestem Electric Cooperative, Inc. will be awarding six (6) Five Hundred Dollar ($500.00) scholarships and four 
(4) Two Hundred Fifty Dollar ($250.00) scholarships to High School Seniors whose parents are members of Bluestem Electric 
Cooperative. 
   The scholarships will be awarded to the top ten candidates that complete a two-stage process.  The first stage will include an 
application and test that must be completed and returned to one of the Bluestem Electric Cooperative offices (in either Wamego or 
Clay Center) by the determined deadline.  In the second stage a panel of judges will interview finalist candidates in January, 2006. 
For more information contact your High School Counselor (after November 16, 2005) or the Bluestem Electric Cooperative, Inc. at 
(785) 456-2212 or (785) 632-3111. 
 
 

 
 
 

ATTENTION 
High School Seniors 

APPLY NOW FOR THE 
BLUESTEM ELECTRIC 

“ EDUCATIONAL SCHOLARSHIP”  
Scholarship Applicants 
See Your  High School 
Counselor  for  Details! 

(Applications available after November 16, 2005) 
Or Call 

Bluestem Electr ic Cooperative, Inc. 
at 

(785) 456-2212 or  (785) 632-3111 
 

Application Deadline December  16, 2005 
 
 

 

Nominating Committee Report 
 

 The nominating committee nominated the 
following individuals as candidates for the Trustee 
positions whose terms will be expiring:  
 

�   District 1 
     Position…2    Bruce Meyer  – Palmer , KS 
     Position…2    Gene Henderson - Palmer , KS  
 

�  District 2 
    Position…1     Gary Buss – Leonardville, KS 
 

�   District 3 
     Position…1    Har lan Sump – Olsburg, KS 
 

�   District 4  
     Position…1    Ervin Gnadt – Alma, KS 
 

    The election of all candidates will be held by mail 
ballot in December.  Each member will be mailed one 
ballot for the candidates in their district.  Ballots will need 
to be returned to the Cooperative office by December 31, 
2005. 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
    Tony Hitsman, Assistant Operations Foreman for 
Bluestem Electric’s Westside, and his wife Sandra 
announce the birth and adoption of their daughter Sierra 
Kay Hitsman. She was born July 13, 2005 in Junction City, 
Kansas weighing 5 lbs 5 oz. and was 18 inches long.  She is 
the granddaughter of Bluestem Electric customers Dale and 
Lillian Rippe of Linn, Kansas.  

 
 

Happy Thanksgiving 
November 24.   BEC’s  
Offices will be closed  
on the 25 in observance 
of Thanksgiving! �
 

 

 
 

Tony, Sandy, and Sierra Kay Hitsman of Clay Center , 
Kansas. 

 



Get the Facts about Energy-Efficient Water 
Heaters 
    Knowing the facts about energy efficient water heaters can 
save you lots of cash when you need to buy one. Electric 
storage water heaters are very simple appliances. Modern units 
consist of a glass-lined steel tank, surrounded with foam 
insulation. If you have an old electric water heater, check the 
type and thickness of insulation. You can see the insulation at 
one of the holes in the water heater’s outer shell, or around the 
opening to the combustion chamber. If it has one or two inches 
fiberglass, the water heater was manufactured before 1991 and 
will be quite inefficient due to heat loss through the tank’s shell. 
    The efficiency of water heaters is rated by their Energy 
Factor (EF). This is the percentage of energy that remains in the 
hot water you use compared to the energy that was used to heat 
that water. For example, the best new electric water heaters 
have an Energy Factor of 0.95. This means that 95 percent of 
the energy used to heat the water is still there when it enters 
your water lines, and that five percent escaped through the walls 
of the tank before you used the water. Gas water heaters have a 
much lower Energy Factor than electric units because they also 
lose energy up the chimney. 
    Before 1991, fiberglass-insulated electric water heaters had   
Energy Factors ranging from 0.80 to 0.86. The National 
Appliance Energy Conservation Act (NAECA) of 1987 
required electric water heaters manufactured after 1991 to meet 
a minimum Energy Factor of 0.88. As a result, manufacturers 
switched to foam insulation that increased the thermal 
resistance to as high as R-16 when using 2.5 inches of foam. 
The best new electric water heaters now have three inches of 
foam insulation. 
    When you next shop for an electric water heater, remember 
that electricity is a precious resource. Choose the best electric 
water heater available with an Energy Factor of 0.92 to 0.95. If 
your existing electric water heater has an Energy Factor of 0.86 
and the new one is 0.95, you’ ll save over 400 kilowatt-hours 
(kWh) per year or $25-35 per year.  
    By the way, if you have an old water heater, it may be better 
to replace it now rather than to wait until your old one fails. If 
you wait until you have an emergency, as when your water 
heater springs a leak, your local appliance dealer may not have 
the most efficient models in stock. 
 

Recommended Best Available Tank Volume 

Energy 
Factor 

Annual 
Energy Use 
kWh/yr 

Energy 
Factor 

Annual 
Energy Use 
kWh/yr 

Less than 60 
gallons 

0.93 4,721 0.95 4,622 

More than 60 
gallons 

0.91 4,825 0.92 4,773 

U. S. Department of Energy, Energy Efficiency and Renewable 
Energy Division 
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I f you and your vehicle are involved in a power pole accident 
and wires are lying on the vehicle, stay in your vehicle until 
an electric utility representative tells you it is safe to exit.  I f 
the vehicle happens to catch fire and you must exit it,  stand 
on the rocker panel and jump clear with both feet together 
without touching the vehicle. 
 

Winter Checklist  
for Your Home 

If you are wondering what you can do to reduce your 
heating bills immediately, consider the suggestions below. 
They are arranged on order of urgency and importance. 

· Use a programmable thermostat that automatically 
adjusts your thermostat set point back at night and during 
the day when no one is home. Or remember to change the 
temperature set point manually every day.  

· If you stay alone in a large house, try to confine 
your activities to one room and leave the remainder of the 
house at the low nighttime set point. Heat your daytime 
activity room to a comfortable temperature with an electric 
space heater.  

· Use electric blankets or quilts for sleeping comfort 
and to allow a lower nighttime thermostat setting.  

· Change your furnace filter as often as it gets dirty. 
Buy several when you shop so that you will have one when 
you need it.  

· Seal large air leaks around plumbing pipes, wires, 
chimneys and other penetrations through your floors and 
ceilings. You can find these from your attic or basement.  

· Make sure that all your storm windows are closed 
during winter weather. If your storm windows are broken or 
missing, repair or replace them.  

· Open drapes and blinds on your home’s south-
facing windows during the day to let solar heat in.  

· Be sure that your walls are filled with insulation and 
that your attic has at least 8 inches of insulation. Nothing 
can compensate for lack of insulation. Insulate your walls 
and attic if they need it.  

· If you must replace a gas furnace, choose a 90% 
efficient model to save on heating costs.  

The last two ideas may require some planning and 
budgeting. Your local utility or energy expert can provide 
advice. 

Source: John Krigger, Saturn Resource Management 
(www.srmi.biz)  
 


