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Air-Conditioning Time is Here!
Air-condi-

tioning time is 
here and that 
means higher 
bills. Cooling 
your home in the 
summer can 
account 
for half  
or more of 
your electric 
costs.

Keep 
a couple of 
things in mind to save 
energy this summer: 

Keep thermostat settings at 78° •	
F or higher. Move air with ceil-
ing fans or use natural ventila-
tion. Install a programmable 
thermostat. 
Minimize use. Use the AC •	
when fans and ventilation can't 
maintain comfort. During hot, 
humid times, seal up the home 

and air-condition 
around the clock. 

Minimize areas •	
cooled. Don't cool 
unoccupied rooms. 

Reduce humidity. •	
Run the bathroom 
exhaust fan while 
showering. Be sure 
the clothes dryer is 
vented to the out-
side. 

Routine mainte-•	
nance. Air condition-

ers and heat pumps need 
regular maintenance to 

perform at top efficiency. 
Close window shades and •	
curtains during times of the day 
when the sun shines in. 
Minimize heat inside the home •	
by grilling outdoors and using 
microwave ovens instead of 
heating an entire oven or stove 
in the kitchen. 

Half of all homes in the U.S. 
were built before the advent of 
automatic coffeemakers or garage 
door openers, and one-third were 
built before hair dryers or electric 
can openers. Add to that comput-
ers, cell phones, and other electri-
cal devices, and you have a great 
many residences with potential 
electric wiring problems.

Research shows that faulty or 
overloaded wiring accounts for an 
estimated 67,800 fires, 500 deaths, 
and more than 2,000 injuries each 
year, and a whopping $868 mil-
lion in property damage. 

By educating yourself about 
common hazards in older homes 
and installing lifesaving electrical 
safety devices, these risks can be 
reduced greatly.

AFCIs – an outlet that recog-•	
nizes fire hazards and immedi-

ately shuts off power.
GFCIs – an outlet that senses •	
when water comes into contact 
and cuts out to prevent elec-
trocution.
In addition to installing the 

technology above, here are some 
additional safety tips:

Make sure functioning smoke •	
alarms are installed on every 
floor and in every sleeping 
area.
Look for telltale signs of elec-•	
trical problems such as dim-
ming lights, frequent circuit 
breaker trips, or blown fuses.
Limit use of extension cords, •	
particularly cords used to 
power room air conditioners.
Use light bulbs that are the •	
proper wattage for a fixture; 
higher wattage bulbs can de-
grade wires.

Protect Your Older Home from Electrical Hazards

Happy Father’s Day

Don’t forget your father 
this Father’s Day,
Sunday, June 15

The Bluestem Electric offices 
will be closed Friday, July 4

in observance of 
Independence Day.

Improve Air 
Conditioner Efficiency

Air conditioners use a lot 
of electricity, consuming the 
most in a summertime heat 
wave. Proper maintenance and 
repair of your air conditioner 
will save you money and can 
extend its life for roughly 15 
years. An annual tune-up of 
your air conditioner averages 
approximately $50 to $100, but 
can reduce your cooling costs 
by five percent or more.

Here are some maintenance 
tips that should be performed 
by a professional: 

Clean the blower so that it •	
can move air more effi-
ciently.
Oil the motors, and check •	
the belts for tightness and 
wear.
Verify the airflow by mea-•	
surement. Improper airflow 
can affect efficiency.
Clean the indoor evaporator •	
and outdoor condenser coil. 
Straighten any bent films on •	
the condenser and evapora-
tor coils.
Inspect the electric termi-•	
nals.
Make sure to clean and •	
tighten the connections.


