





Play Up Outdoor Electrical Safety to Children

Warm, sunny days beckon the child
in all of us to head outside and play.
Bluestem Electric Cooperative recom-
mends that families review and stress
to children to follow simple electrical
safety rules for safe outdoor play.

“Help keep your kids out of
harm’s way when they play outdoors,
said Ron Dickey, Member Services
Director. “Children often do not
understand the dangers of electricity.
Make them aware of overhead power
lines and electrical equipment, and
empbhasize they should never climb
or play near them.

We recommend that children be
taught to follow these rules:
»

”

Even if the power lines are
not touching the tree, they could
touch when more weight is added
to the branch.

4

If a kite gets
stuck in a tree that’s near power
lines, don't climb up to get it. Con-
tact your local electric cooperative
for assistance.

Electric
substations contain high-voltage
equipment, which can be deadly.
Never rescue a pet or retrieve a
ball or toy that goes inside. Call
your local electric cooperative
instead.

When designing an outdoor play
area for your children, do not install
playground equipment or swimming

HIGH VOLTAGE

KEEP OUT

Never go into an electric substation or any
area with a high voltage sign posted for
any reason.

pools underneath or near power
lines. Protect all family members
from serious shock and injuries by
installing and using outdoor outlets
with ground fault circuit interrupters
(GFCl). Use portable GFCls for out-
door outlets that don’t have them.
Be careful using electrical appliances
outdoors, even if plugged into GFCI-
equipped outlets.

“Water always attracts kids, but
water and electricity never mix,”
warns Dickey. “Teach older children
to exercise caution before plugging
in a radio, CD player, or any electri-
cal gadget outdoors, and keep all
electrical appliances at least ten feet
away from hot tubs, pools, ponds,
puddles and wet surfaces.

“Spring showers bring more than
tempting puddles for kids to splash
in, they can also leave electric haz-
ards behind,” Dickey adds. “Flooded
areas are never safe spots to wade or
play in, and may be in contact with
energized electrical equipment or
fallen power lines.”

Make sure all of your family
members know to stay away from
downed power lines and wires, and
tell children to report to an adult any
fallen or dangling wires.

Don't forget to celebrate with
your dad this Father’s Day on
Sunday, June 20.

Bluestem Summer
Electric Rate
Effective June 1

Bluestem’s Single-Phase Summer
Electric Rate (typically residential)
becomes effective June 1 and will
apply to electrical usage from June
1 through September 30.

Why do electricity costs
increase in the summer? The main
reason is that the demand for elec-
tricity goes up due to the need for
air conditioning and crop irrigation.

Utilities must have enough
generating capacity to meet
their greatest demand for power
throughout the year, which is usu-
ally in the summer months. Their
cost of owning and operating the
additional generating capacity
necessary to meet the high sum-
mer peaks is reflected in the higher
rates charged in the summer.

If you have any questions
regarding the Summer Rate please
call the Clay Center office at 785-
632-3111 or 800-297-8725; or the
Wamego office at 785-456-2212 or
800-558-1582 and also ask about
other optional rates for which you
may qualify.

Remember to display the flag proudly on
June 14 in observance of Flag Day.
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ENERGY EFFICIENCY TIPS

Bigger isn’t Better! .. ......

Doug Rye

Bigger isn't better! What is the proper size heat-
ing and cooling system for your house or busi-
ness? The answer is—the size that will heat your
structure on the coldest winter night and cool it
on the hottest summer day.

That sounds simple enough, but you might
be surprised to learn that most houses and
other structures have a much larger unit than
they need. Oversized systems have several
disadvantages.

» No. 1: Oversized units cost more.

» No. 2: Oversized cooling systems don’t run
enough to remove humidity, thereby allow-
ing the air to feel sticky and giving mold the
chance to form. It takes an air conditioner
compressor about seven minutes of run time
to reach its maximum efficiency. It uses the
most energy when it first starts. That’s the
reason lights dim in some buildings when the
air conditioning unit kicks on.

» No. 3: Oversized units simply require more
electricity to operate than do smaller units.

» No. 4: Oversized units have a shorter lifespan
than one that is properly sized.

On the other hand, properly sized units
have many advantages.

First of all, they provide a better, more
even air comfort level (no one needs sudden
hot or cold blasts of air). When it comes to

heat pumps, it is absolutely essential that they
be sized properly for the air to feel sufficiently
warm during cold weather.

So what size system do you need? Beats
me! The bad news is, | need to know a lot of
things about your home or business to answer
that question. | need to know the location of
the structure (South Texas or North Michigan?),
the direction the house faces (west is the hot
side), ceiling height, insulation values, air in-
filtration problems (fireplaces, vents), type of
windows, number of people in the structure and
heat producing equipment ( stoves, popcorn
machines).

Yes, many things affect the size of your
system. The good news is that it isn’t that difficult
to calculate. Now, please heed my advice. Don't
let Bubba, Doug Rye, or anyone guess at the size
heating and cooling system you need. Instead,
make sure your contractor takes the time to
calculate the proper size unit you need.

Like my daddy said, “If it is worth doing, do it
right.” If you need help sizing your system, call me
at the office at 501-653- 7931. I'll be glad to help.

DOUG RYE is a licensed architect and the popular
host of the “Home Remedies” radio show. You can
contact Doug at 888-Doug-Rye. Source: Arkansas
Electric Cooperatives Corporation.

Summer Storm Safety Tips

Bluestem Electric Cooperative encourages you
to practice caution and safety during summer
storms, which at times can be severe. Beware of
flooded areas caused by heavy rains-water and
electricity do not mix! Below is safety advice to
use following a summer storm:

Flooded areas—Be careful when attempt-
ing to walk in flooded areas and remember that
submerged outlets or electrical cords could
energize the water.

Wet electrical equipment-Do not use
electrical appliances that have been wet. Water
can damage the motors in electrical appliances,
such as furnaces, freezers, refrigerators, washing
machines, and dryers. Electrical parts can pose a
shock hazard or overheat and cause a fire.
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A qualified service repair dealer should
recondition electrical equipment that has been
wet. Certain equipment will require complete
replacement, while a trained professional can
recondition other devices.

Portable generators—Take special care with
portable electric generators, which can provide a
good source of power, but if improperly installed
or operated, can become deadly. Do not connect
generators directly to household wiring. Power
from generators can back-feed along power lines
and electrocute anyone coming in contact with
them, including line workers making repairs. A
qualified, licensed electrician should install your
generator to ensure that it meets local electrical
codes. Other tips include:

» Make sure your generator is properly
grounded.

» Make sure extension cords used with genera-
tors are rated for the load, and are free of
cuts, worn insulation, and have three-pronged
plugs.

» Do not overload the generator.

» Do not operate the generator in enclosed
or partially enclosed spaces. Generators can
produce high levels of carbon monoxide very
quickly, which can be deadly.

» Use a ground fault circuit interrupter (GFCI)
to help prevent electrocutions and electrical
shock injuries. Portable GFCls require no tools
to install and are available at prices ranging
from $12 to $30.



